
Halwin Headlines 

As I write my final newsletter for Halwin, it is really hard to put into words just how 
special these last few years have been.  

This final week has truly encompassed everything that makes Halwin such a unique 
and wonderful school — from the small, everyday learning moments and children 
proudly sharing their successes, to the community coming together to build tables 
so kindly donated by the Brennan family, and to the big shared experience of Song-
fest at the Hall for Cornwall. 

It has been lovely to take time this week to reflect on some special memories to-
gether: making pasties for St Piran’s Day and being filmed for the local news; our 
whole-school visits to the Eden Project, Pendennis Castle and Trebah Gardens — 
there is something extra special about taking trips with all the children from EYFS 
right through to Year 6. Elemental—an amazing opportunity for our children to be 
confident, aspirational and resilient, whilst having fun. Taking part in Lego competi-
tions, singing with Will Keating, Wellbeing Wednesdays, Christmas performances, 
Sports Days and so much more. 

Our final assembly was incredibly special and, as you might expect, there were more 
than a few tears. It was a chance for me to say thank you to the amazing Halwin 
community, to celebrate the children, and to recognise the kindness, resilience and 
joy that they bring to Halwin every single day. I could not be prouder of them. 

Being Headteacher of Halwin has been a privilege. The children are at the heart of 
everything, and they are what make this school such a remarkable place. Their en-
thusiasm, care for one another, and determination to do their best is something I will 
carry with me. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our staff, families 
and wider community for your unwavering support. It has been a pleasure to work 
alongside such dedicated and committed people. 

Although it is time for me to move on, Halwin will always hold a very special place in 
my heart. I leave knowing that the school will continue to thrive, and that the         
children are in excellent hands. 

Thank you for making my time at Halwin so memorable. 

With very best wishes, 
Alex 

Next week’s lunch is week 2 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

Wrap-Around Care Link 
 

https://forms.gle/
s5Kgm5ZZuohUDzvM8 

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 88.9% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 89.7% 

Kingfishers: 87.6% 

Congratulations 

ROBINS 

 

Thursday 4th April 2026  

Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

Halwin School 
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Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall—The Boy at the Back of the Class 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May Inset Day (Flora Day) 

Monday 11th May  SATS Week (including Y6 Breakfast Club)  

Friday 15th May Whole School Trip Geevor Mine 

Monday 18th May Biffa Workshop—Kingfishers 

Tuesday 19th May Dodgeball Festival—Y3/4—TBC 

Wednesday 20th May Star Plan Review Meetings—Invite only 

Friday 22nd May  Wellbeing Day  

2.30pm Colour Run 

End of Term 

Monday 1st June Return to School 

Friday 19th June School Group Photographs 

Monday 22nd June Inset Day 

Thursday 25th June Sports Day—whole school 

Wednesday 1st July Wellbeing Wednesday 

Elemental—Swanpool Beach—whole school 

Wednesday 22nd July End of School Year 

Thursday 23rd July Inset Day—school closed 

Diary Dates 



Trinity Church Visit 



Songfest 2026 



Robins  
Learning about  

trees and the  

local environ-
ment 



A Message from the Friends of Halwin: 
We are excited to share some wonderful news with all of you! Thanks to the generous donations made in 
memory of Carole, beloved Granny to Amelia and Aimee, we have been able to purchase two beautiful 8-seater 
benches for Halwin Primary School. What a fitting tribute to a wonderful woman who loved spending time with 
her family! 

 

These benches will not only bring joy to the children at school but will also provide a perfect spot for them to sit 
and chat with friends during break and lunch. It’s a fantastic way to encourage social interaction and foster 
friendships among our students. Additionally, these benches will offer excellent seating for outdoor learning, 
allowing our children to enjoy lessons in nature and collaborate in a comfortable setting. 

 

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to the Brennan family for their continued support and for helping us 
honor Carole’s memory in such a meaningful way. It’s amazing to see how a community can come together to 
create positive changes for our children. We hope these benches will bring many smiles and memorable mo-
ments for years to come.  

 

A huge thank you to Sophie and Peter for helping put the benches together.  



Non-Uniform & Mrs Carr’s Last Day 

Donations to Penhaligon’s Friends:  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/crofty-trust-council  

https://www.justgiving.com/page/crofty-trust-council


New  Summer Menu from Chartwells 















Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  

 



 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration 

period has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




