
Halwin Headlines 

What a busy week it has been at Halwin! This year we are celebrating the Year of Reading 2026 
with the theme “Go All In.” Throughout the year we have a range of book-related activities and 
author visits planned, but World Book Day provided a wonderful opportunity for us to truly go all 
in with a whole week of book-themed excitement. We started the week with an exciting visit 
from the Screech Owl Sanctuary. While not strictly linked to book week, we could all think of a 
few famous owls from stories (Hedwig from Harry Potter quickly came to mind!). The children 
loved meeting the owls, ferret and polecat and learning more about them. A huge thank you to 
the Friends of Halwin, who organised and funded this fantastic experience for the whole school.  

On Tuesday we were delighted to welcome Kirsten Shanks, a local author and illustrator who has 
recently published her first book. Kirsten led some engaging workshops for the children, sharing 
her book Mouse and Kestrel. The children thoroughly enjoyed listening to the story and then us-
ing their imaginations to create their own sequel adventures for the characters. Kirsten hopes to 
create an exhibition of the children’s designs and digitally collate with others from local Crofty 
schools to share. We will keep you updated!  

Thursday brought World Book Day itself, with many opportunities for the children to share sto-
ries and learn more about different authors. One of the highlights of the day was the lovely buddy 
reading session, where Kingfishers and Robins classes came together to read and share books. 
The children also enjoyed a special pasty lunch to celebrate St Piran’s Day, which added a very 
Cornish touch to the day. All children received their World Book Day voucher, and we hope they 
enjoy choosing one of the special World Book Day titles or using it for £1 off a book of their 
choice. Today the school was wonderfully colourful, filled with book characters, creative cos-
tumes and comfy reading clothes. It was fantastic to see so much enthusiasm for books and sto-
ries. Congratulations to the 28 children who took part in the challenge to create a book-inspired 
potato. We were delighted to welcome Mrs Roadley, who many of you will remember from Owls 
class last year, back to Halwin to judge the entries. Mrs Roadley now works at Parc Eglos School, 
another Crofty school, and she had the difficult task of choosing our winners. Congratulations to 
Rupert and Chari, who each received a new book. Thank you also to the children who shared their 
favourite books in class. Alongside all of these exciting activities, there was still plenty of time for 
learning across the curriculum. Years 3 and 4 enjoyed another great swimming session, pupils 
showed fantastic effort during basketball in PE, and classrooms were busy with maths, writing 
and many other subjects throughout the week. 

Looking ahead to next week, there are a few reminders to share. On Tuesday, Years 5 and 6 will 
be visiting Helston Community College for a careers event as part of their PSHE learning. Our 
Lego team will be taking part in their competition at Culdrose on Wednesday; please refer to the 
letter for timings. We ask that the Lego team wear warm clothing and their Halwin logo hoodie or 
jumper so they can proudly represent the Halwin team. Parents’ Evening slots are now available 
to book on Arbor. Finally, Mr Riches will be running an Online Safety ‘pop-in’ session on Monday 
morning to support parents with parental settings on children’s devices. Thank you, as always, for 
your continued support, and I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Next weeks lunch is week 1 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

Wrap-Around Care Link 
https://forms.gle/

jDpeGznrULmWKGqB9 

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 98.96% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 100% 

Kingfishers: 98.29% 

Congratulations  

ROBINS 

 
  

Friday 6th March 2026  

Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 
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Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

 

Confidence  

 

Maddison 

 

Aspiration 

 

Carter 

  

Resilience 

 

Faith 

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Benjamin 

 

Team Points 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Skylar 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Tate 

 

71 Blue 172 

67 Red 145 

127 Green 223 

108 Yellow 196 

Hall of Fame 

Robins: Faith, Aimée, Harrison 

Kingfishers: Amelia, Nicholas, Eli, Luna, 

Bryn, Marley, Maddison, Poppy, Rupert, Ina 

Whizz of the Week 

Harrison 

Halwin Heroes 



 

Tuesday 10th March Y5/6 Careers Event @ Helston CC 

Wednesday 11th March First Lego League @ Culdrose (Y5/6 team) 

w/c 23rd March Parents Evenings—book via Arbor 

Wednesday 25th March Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session  

Tuesday 31st March Songfest 2026—Kingfishers 

Thursday 2nd April   End of Term  

Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall theatre show 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May Inset Day (Flora Day) 

Friday 15th May Whole School Trip Geevor Mine 

Friday 22nd May  End of Term 

Monday 1st June Return to School 

Friday 19th June School Group Photographs 

Monday 22nd June Inset Day 

Wednesday 1st July Wellbeing Wednesday 

Elemental—Swanpool Beach 

Wednesday 22nd July End of School Year 

Thursday 23rd July Inset Day—school closed 



The whole school enjoyed a visit 
from the Screech Owl           

Sanctuary and met ‘Stinky Pete’ 
the polecat and his friends! 



Author and Illustrator, Kirsten Shanks, led creative writing workshops in 
Kingfishers and Robins 



Congratulations to all the 
children who took part in the 
design a book themed potato 

challenge and well done to 
our winners! 







Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  

 



 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration 

period has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




