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Halwin Headlines

The children have settled quickly back into the new term after the half-term break and have en-
joyed beginning their new learning. A big welcome to Tate and family — we are so pleased to
have you in our Halwin community.

The staff enjoyed a valuable training day on Monday, with workshops on handwriting, orienteer-
ing and wellbeing. We were also inspired by a keynote presentation from Rachael Mackenzie,
World Thai Boxing Champion and British Boxing Champion.

Our over-arching theme this term is 'Stories of the Earth’. The children will be studying Geogra-
phy and Art, as we alternate each term with History and DT across the year. We are excited to
welcome the Screech Owl Sanctuary on Monday, kindly organised and funded by the Friends of
Halwin, as an inspiring start to this term’s learning. This week, Robins Class have loved learning
and reciting poems about animals. Kingfishers Class are enjoying reading The Wind in the Willows
and were excited to discover that Kenneth Grahame was inspired by his visits to Cornwall. Mr
Warran has been impressed with the children’s ball skills and is looking forward to teaching Bas-
ketball this term, following a successful Badminton unit last term.

| was delighted to join Years 3 and 4 for their first swimming session on Wednesday. They were

certainly excited after patiently watching Years 5 and 6 attend each week during Spring 1. | was
impressed with both their swimming skills and their behaviour throughout the trip. Sheena, our
swimming instructor, gave a glowing report — super stars!

Next Thursday is World Book Day. As you know, Halwin is celebrating The Year of Reading 2026,
and this year's theme is 'Go All In’. In keeping with this, we are going big with a whole week of
reading activities, including a guest author-illustrator, competitions and lots of fun! Mrs Ellis and
the Reading Ambassadors are busy preparing everything. If your child would like to bring in a
favourite book to share with the class during the week, we would love as many stories shared as
possible. Due to PE on Thursday, we will hold our dress-up day on Friday 6th March to celebrate
the end of World Book Week. We would like to invite children to ‘Go All In” and dress up for the
day — this could be as a favourite book character, someone who inspires them, something they
enjoy reading about, or even their favourite outfit to read in — the possibilities are endless! We
would also like to challenge you at home to decorate a potato based on a book. Be as creative as
you like! Every child was given a potato today.

Following the success of the Online Safety workshop on Safer Internet Day, Mr Riches will be
running a ‘pop-in’ event to support parents with parental settings and guidance for home devices
to help keep children safe online after drop off on Monday gth March in the school hall.

Yesterday, we waved a fond farewell to Mrs Ash. Her skills and care have had a lasting impact on
Halwin, and we wish her all the very best for the future.

Have a wonderful weekend, and thank you for your continued support.
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EDUCATION TRUST Friday 27th Februa ry 2026

halwinsecretary@croftymat.org
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Attendance

We aim for all our
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Halwin Heroes

Confidence Aspiration Resilience

Confidence Stanley
Star of the
Week o

Aspiration Harper

Robins Carter
Resilience Sophie

Kingfishers Bryn
Harry

Team Points [q 4 ~Maths Whizz

Hall of Fame
101 Blue 101 |
Robins: Stanley, Faith, Arlo,
78 TRed 78 Aimeée, Carter
Kingfishers: Amelia, Eli, Bryn, Kai,
9% (Green 96 Marely, Maddison, Poppy, Rupert, Ina
Whizz of the Week

Eli




w/c 2nd March World Book Week
Tuesday 10th March Y5/6 Careers Event @ Helston CC

Wednesday 11th March |First Lego League @ Culdrose (Y5/6 team)

wj/c 23rd March Parents Evenings—book via Arbor

Wednesday 25th March | Wellbeing Wednesday

Swimming - Robins fun session
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HALWIN SCHOOL

‘POP IN’ EVENT

“PARENTAL SETTINGS
& GUIDANCE"

QUICK TIPS | MONDAY 9TH THE Al
& TRICKS MARCH | ADVENTURE

9:00 - 9:20 - After morning drop off
School Hall
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Join Mr Riches for the session
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W/C: 17/11/2025, 08/12/2025, 19/01/2026, 09/02/2026, 02/03/2026, 23/03/2026

TUESDAY | WEDMNESDAY | St Pirans Day

Traditional |
Steak Pasty
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Cheese and
Onion Pasty

HOT DISHES

DELI DISHES

Hevva Cake

22 BAKED POTATOES SERVED DAILY ‘% AVAILABLE DAILY

With a choice of loppings v =&

Frezh fruil, salad, yoghurt and wates

v WVegetarian W Vegan 4 Qily Fish Whalegrain w Fruityl ¢ Mutritionist’s Choice

Ouar meny is subject to change. Please be assured that all nodified medical dieis and allergy reguiremenis will be safely cotered for




Attendance

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/

There are 175 non-school days in a year and 190 school days each vear.
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School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration
period has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate
under ‘exceptional circumstances’. The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the
purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-
ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not
be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.
A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child
from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-
thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must
be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-
alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below:;

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including
legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they
are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act
1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person
with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child.



How is a Penalty Notice paid?

Penalty notices can be paid by card by calling the office on 01872 324201. If the
215t/ 2a8th day for payment falls on a weekend or bank holiday, payment will be
accepted at the same rate on the following working day.

What happens if a Penalty Notice is
not paid?

If a Penalty Notice s not paidwithin the 28 days of lssue (as per the dates listed on the
Penalty Notios), Cormwall Council will pragress the matter to the Magistrates' Court,
fior the affence of failing toensure regular atterndance, NOT for fallure to pay the fine.

If found guilty:
- under section 444(1), it can result in the parent being fined up te £1000

- under section 444(14), it can resultin the parent being fined up to £2,500 and/
or receiving a custodial sentence of up to 3 months

Cornwall Council may also apply for costs incurred in taking the matter to court.

Contact us

Education Welfare Service, Mew County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TRL 3AY

educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk
01872 324298

If you would like this infermation in another
format or language please contact:

OC ornwall recycles
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What is a Penalty Notice?

A penalty notice is a fine that can be issued under section 4444 and section 4448 of
the Education Act 1936. The fine is issued per parent, per child for:

# Leave of absence of 10 school sessions/s days or rmare within any rolling 10 schoaol
week™ period during term time, witheut authorisation from the schaol. This can
include unauthorised absence for a holiday.

& Unauthorised absence of 10 or more sessions/5 days within any rolling 10
school week” period where a parent fails to provide an explanation for the
absence, or where an explanation is provided but the school consider it
insufficient to authorise the absence.

& Unauthorised lateness of 10 school sessions within any relling 10 scheol
week® period, whereby a child arrives at school after the registers have
closed,

NB a penalty notice can be issued for any combination of the above

reasons where there are 10 sessions(5 school days or more of unauthorised

absence within any rolling 10 school week period. The unauthorised
absence can be consecutive or non-consecutive and can span over two
terms (including between academic years).

Or when

& A pupil s observed in a public place during school hours in the first five
school days of a period of exclusion from school, without reasonable
justification,

* a school week is any week in which a school meets at least once,

Who can be issued with a Penalty
Notice?

Parents and carers of a child can be issued with a Penalty Notice. The definition of a
‘parent’ as set out in section 576 of the Education Act 1996: By virtue of this section
‘parent’ includes: all natural parents, whether they are marned or not; any person or
body who has parental responsibility for a child {as defined by the Children Act 1985)
and any person wh, although rot a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care
of a child means a person whao lives with and looks after a child, irrespective of what
their relationship is with said child.

How much is a Penalty Notice fine?

As of the 19th of August 2024, a penalty notice is £30 if paid within 21 days, If
the fine is not paid in 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being
issued.

Together @
for Families
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Penalty Notices

A guide to Education Welfare Services
for parents and carers

[:_E} www.cornwall.gov.uk/togetherforfamilies

If 2 second penalty notice is issued to the same parent for the same child within
a three-year rolling period, the fine will automatically rise to £160 with no
option to pay the lower rate of £80.

If & parent then commits a third offence in & three-year rolling period, Cornwall
Council will need te censider other enfercement optional options available,
This could include prosecution under section 444(1) or section 444{14) of the
Education Act 1996, If found guilty a parent would receive a criminal record and
substantial fine,

Penalty Notices are issued per
parent, per child.

Therefore, if there are two parents and two children, the fines will total £320if
paid within 21 days or E640 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days (or for a second
offencel.

Can a Penalty Notice be paid in
instalments?

No. Penalty Notices must be paid in full, within the designated dates. However, if a
parent has mare than one child and is therefore issued with mare than one fire, they
can pay the fimes separately If they wish,

Who is responsible for issuing Penalty
Notices?

It is a Headteacher's decision whether or not to authorise an absence and, if their
decision is not to authorise, they have the right to request a Penalty Notice in line
with their attendance policy process. Cornwall Council's role is to check that the
evidence submitted is compliant with Carnwall Council's Code of Conduet for
Education Related Penalty Notices and, if so, to issue as appropriate.

Can a parent appeal a Penalty Notice?

There is no statutory right of appeal once a Penalty Notice has been issued. If you
believe that the Penalty Motice should not have been issued, yvou should make
contact with the school or academy that your child attends at your very earliest
comenience after recelving the Penalty Notice. If you wish to discuss the Penalty
Notice precedure, you can contact Cormwall Council's Education Welfare Service
an 01872 324298, or email educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk



