
Halwin Headlines 

It has been such a joy to see the sunshine this week and to feel the lift it brings to the whole 
school community. A real highlight was today’s lunchtime, where the playground was full of ener-
gy, imagination and laughter. It was wonderful to spend time outside with the children as they 
made the most of the weather, enjoying fancy dress costumes, didi cars, a range of sports equip-
ment, and mud kitchen creative play. Moments like these really capture the spirit of Halwin and 
the joy of childhood. A huge thank you to the Friends of Halwin for organising and funding to-
day’s excellent creative workshops with illustrator Emily Luke. The children were completely en-
grossed from start to finish, showing fantastic focus and creativity as they worked together to 
create pages for a big book, developing characters, settings, problems and resolutions. Their be-
haviour was exceptional, something also noted by the RNLI team during Wednesday’s assembly, 
who commented that Halwin was the best school they had visited so far this year.  

Year 3 and 4 continue to impress us with their commitment and progress in their weekly swim-
ming sessions. A reminder that next week, Robins class will be swimming as part of Wellbeing 
Wednesday, and Year 3 and 4 will have their final swimming session on 1st April. During this ses-
sion, some children may wish to challenge themselves to earn a distance badge, with opportuni-
ties to swim 5, 10, 25 or maybe even 50 metres. This week, Robins class have completed their 
independent writing based on the owls that visited from the Screech Owl Sanctuary earlier this 
term. They have impressed us with their understanding and application of the reports genre. 
Alongside this, they have thoroughly enjoyed their art work this week, creating beautiful sea 
effects using oil pastels and watercolours to explore wax resist techniques. In Kingfishers, the 
children have been learning about Rosh Hashanah in RE, exploring the symbolism behind tradi-
tions such as sharing challah bread, apples and honey. It has been lovely to see their curiosity and 
thoughtful discussions. Please do keep an eye on our Facebook page for photos. Kingfishers class 
have also been busy planning and beginning to write their own stories inspired by The Wind in the 
Willows. I am very much looking forward to seeing their finished, published work next week. 

As we approach the Easter break, there are a number of important reminders. It is set to be a 
busy end of term, so please ensure you have booked your slot for Parents’ Evenings on Monday 
or Tuesday. If you attended a Star Plan Review meeting recently, you do not need to book a 
meeting but are welcome to do so if you wish. Next Wednesday is Wellbeing Wednesday, our 
termly enrichment and wellbeing day, and children are invited to come to school in their own 
clothes suitable for outdoor activities, sport and art, including trainers. Please also check chil-
dren’s bags for letters about upcoming trips, especially visits to Trinity Church on Monday 30th 
March and Songfest (Kingfishers and Choir) on Tuesday 31st March. We would also appreciate 
your support in ensuring that Parent Pay accounts are up to date. This includes payments for 
swimming, the Boy at the Back of the Class theatre trip for Kingfishers, and the upcoming Year 
5/6 residential. Finally, we would love to invite parents to join us for our celebration assembly 
next Friday. This will be a wonderful opportunity to share some of the Songfest songs with you, 
as well as to celebrate the children and all their hard work and achievements this term. Thank 
you, as always, for your continued support. We hope you have an enjoyable weekend, and I look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the cross-country running event at Trannack 
School tomorrow, representing Halwin School.  

Next week’s lunch is week 3 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

Wrap-Around Care Link 
 

https://forms.gle/
qtJ1CBabTJWgkXrPA  

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 92.5% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 99.17% 

Kingfishers: 89.17% 

Congratulations 

ROBINS  

 

Friday 20th March 2026  

Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

Halwin School 
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Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

 

Confidence  

 

Kai 

 

Aspiration 

 

Zephyr 

  

Resilience 

 

Skylar 

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Hudson 

 

Team Points 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Ruby 

 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Poppy  

 

122 Blue 503 

90 Red 360 

117 Green 530 

108 Yellow 510 

Hall of Fame 

Robins: Aimée 

Kingfishers: Amelia, Eli, Luna, Lukas, Kai, 

Marley, Maddison, Poppy, Rupert, Ina 

Whizz of the Week 

Alfie M 

Halwin Heroes 



 

w/c 23rd March Parents Evenings—book via Arbor 

Wednesday 25th March Wellbeing Wednesday  & Swimming - Robins fun session  

Friday 27th March Celebration Assembly—Parents welcome 

Tuesday 31st March Songfest 2026—Kingfishers 

Thursday 2nd April   End of Term  

Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall—The Boy at the Back of the Class 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May Inset Day (Flora Day) 

Monday 11th May  SATS Week (including Y6 Breakfast Club)  

Friday 15th May Whole School Trip Geevor Mine 

Friday 22nd May  End of Term 

Monday 1st June Return to School 

Friday 19th June School Group Photographs 

Monday 22nd June Inset Day 

Wednesday 1st July Wellbeing Wednesday 

Elemental—Swanpool Beach 

Wednesday 22nd July End of School Year 

Thursday 23rd July Inset Day—school closed 

Diary Dates 



RNLI  Water Smart Talk demonstrating 
key safety message in preparation for 

summer 



Emily Luke 
(Illustrator) creative 
workshops for the 
Year of Reading 













Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  

 



 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration 

period has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




