Halwin School

CROFTY

EDUCATION TRUST Friday 23rd JanUary

Halwin Headlines

It has been a pleasure to have a full week back in school after the recent storms, with routines
restored and classrooms buzzing once again. Across the school, there has been lots of fantastic
learning taking place, and it’s been lovely to see children fully immersed in their work.

halwinsecretary@croftymat.org

This week, Kingfishers class have been particularly busy making periscopes in Science, learning to
play badminton in PE, and mastering multiplication and division skills in Maths. They also had
their first ukulele lesson of the year — we are always grateful to Genevieve and our collaboration https:

: : o . . ps://forms.gle/
with the Cornwall Music Trust for providing a class with a term of ukulele lessons. In English, !
Kingfishers have been writing a discussion text about refugees, and when Mr Walsh, Headteacher 9XTtMMLTjIHVV6Pu9
of Lanner School, popped in for a visit this week, he was so impressed with Year 5 and 6's enthu-
siasm and knowledge about immigration and refugees that he invited them to visit his school. We
are busy organising a time for them to share their learning through a presentation to one of the
KS2 classes at Lanner.

Attendance

Robins class have enjoyed learning about the Jewish celebration of Shabbat in RE, exploring the
seafaring explorations of John Cabot in History, investigating similarities and differences in flow- We aim for all our
ering plants in Science, and Mrs Tamblin’s favourite — exploring pitch on the xylophones in Mu- X

sic! Robins have also started a new writing unit based on the traditional tale The Billy Goats Gruff children to have at least
and are enjoying building accurate and interesting sentences. Our EYFS children have also en-
joyed this text in Drawing Club, exploring characters, settings and creating their own adventures.
In Maths, Year 1 have been naming and exploring the features of 2D and 3D shapes, while Year 2
continue to learn the 2x, 5x and 10x tables. It would be great if parents could continue to practise
shape names (Year 1) and times tables (Year 2) with children at home.

Thank you to the parents who joined us for our Year of Reading launch assembly on Monday af-
ternoon. We were excited to share the children’s new author booklets and hope they will inspire
them to broaden their reading experiences. A reminder that pupils who would like to be a Read-
ing Ambassador need to apply to Mrs Ellis by Friday 3oth January. Congratulations to Amelia for
the amazing achievement of becoming a Word Millionaire on Accelerated Reader — meaning she
has read and quizzed books totalling 1,000,000 words! This is the second year in a row for Amelia,
and she remains our only Word Millionaire since we began using Accelerated Reader. Can anyone
else rise to the challenge?

Finally, a few reminders. Year 1 parents who opted in for hearing tests for their child are remind-
ed that these will take place on Monday 26th January. EYFS and Year 6 parents should also note
that Mrs Gee has sent links via Arbor regarding the upcoming height and weight measurements,
which will take place in school on Tuesday 10th February. Parents are asked to follow the links
provided and opt out if they do not wish their child to be measured.

Thank you for your ongoing support. We hope you have a lovely weekend.

(&) . (&
Chartwells Next weeks lunch is week 1 Chart\/\'/e/lls
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Halwin Heroes

Confidence Aspiration Resilience

Confidence Eli
Star of the
Week o
Aspiration Ruby
Robins Ella
Resilience Stanley
Kingfishers Amber

Ina

Team Points @ ‘~ Maths-Whizz

97 Blue
146 TRed

146 (Green

30¢ Hall of Fame

250 Robins: Aimée, Harrison

Kingfishers: Amelia, Mason, Alfie,

281 Nicholas, Eli, Kai, Marley, Rupert

WAhizz of the WeeR

Mason




Diary Dates

Monday 26th January |Y1 Hearing screening checks

Wednesday 4th Feb Wellbeing Wednesday
Swimming - Robins fun session

Friday 6th Feb Star Plan reviews—parents will receive invites
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Diary Dates

End of Term
Return to School
KS2 trip to King Edward Mine
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| Robin's Writing—The day

Friday 16" January

As a writer, | am learning to write a recount

the storm came!

A recount.
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As a writer, | am learning to write a recount
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WEEK 1

W/C: 03/11/2025, 24/11/2025, 15/12/2025, 05/01/2026, 26/01/2026, 09/03/2026, 30/03/2026
MOMDAY TUESDAY | WEDMESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY

OPTION Cheesa and
Beef Bolognese
Tomato Pizza i Wholewd
with Potato
Pacta sl =

HOT DISHES

DELI DISHES

With a chaoice af tappings v & Fresh fruit, salsd, yoghist and waber

e BAKED POTATOES SERVED DAILY @ AVAILABLE DAILY

¥ VWegetarian " Yegaon 4 Oily Fish Whaolegrain u Fruiry! ¥ Mutritionist’s Chalce

Qur rrvimu o dubEet o change Pl be aasuned thal all noifed medcsl i end aleegy eguremens will be salop calaned for




Thursday 29th January—Pizza Day

MAINS
Big Foot Vegan Supreme,
Cheese & Tomato, BBQ
£ Chicken or Chicken &
g ’ & Sweetcorn Pizza

SIDES

Potato Wedges and
Cucumber & Tomato Salad

DESSERTS

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice
Cream

*Menus may be subject to change
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Want to play drums?

Learn your favourite songs!

SCAN METO
SIGN UP!

Fun lessons from beginner to pro!

Lessons available now!

More information visit: www.cmst.co.uk/music-lessons

47. MICHAELS
SCHOOL
| SATURDAY

MORNINGS
AN\ 10:30-12 /,

For more information, please contact:
SSCOTT@CMST.CO.UK OR VWATKISS@CMST.CO.UK
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Attendance

Attendance

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/

There are 175 non-school days in a year and 190 school days each vear.

10 doys absence

180 19 days absence
days in schoal

95%

Good Some Concern Werrying Serious Concern

-Best chance of success  [Harder foryour  |Your childis  |-Having a significant

-Gets your child off toa  |child to make now classified  limpact on your child's
flying start progress s a ‘persistent  |education and well-being
-Helps their confidence,  |-School starts absentee’

social development as well  [tracking your child's -Legal Action may be taken

as their academic progress jttendance closely, |- Education
-Over 97% is considered  [Medical evidence  [Welfare
excellent attendance oy be required to [Officer
outhorise further  finvolvement is
absences linked to  |likely

illness
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Attendance

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period
has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate
under ‘exceptional circumstances’. The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the
purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-
ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not
be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.
A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child
from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-
thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must
be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-
alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below:;

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including
legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they
are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act
1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person
with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child.

Confidence Aspiration Resilience



How is a Penalty Notice paid?

Penalty notices can be paid by card by calling the office on 01872 324201. If the
215t/ 2a8th day for payment falls on a weekend or bank holiday, payment will be
accepted at the same rate on the following working day.

What happens if a Penalty Notice is
not paid?

If a Penalty Notice s not paidwithin the 28 days of lssue (as per the dates listed on the
Penalty Notios), Cormwall Council will pragress the matter to the Magistrates' Court,
fior the affence of failing toensure regular atterndance, NOT for fallure to pay the fine.

If found guilty:
- under section 444(1), it can result in the parent being fined up te £1000

- under section 444(14), it can resultin the parent being fined up to £2,500 and/
or receiving a custodial sentence of up to 3 months

Cornwall Council may also apply for costs incurred in taking the matter to court.

Contact us

Education Welfare Service, Mew County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TRL 3AY

educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk
01872 324298

If you would like this infermation in another
format or language please contact:

OC ornwall recycles

Kernow o wro sylgylghye

What is a Penalty Notice?

A penalty notice is a fine that can be issued under section 4444 and section 4448 of
the Education Act 1936. The fine is issued per parent, per child for:

# Leave of absence of 10 school sessions/s days or rmare within any rolling 10 schoaol
week™ period during term time, witheut authorisation from the schaol. This can
include unauthorised absence for a holiday.

& Unauthorised absence of 10 or more sessions/5 days within any rolling 10
school week” period where a parent fails to provide an explanation for the
absence, or where an explanation is provided but the school consider it
insufficient to authorise the absence.

& Unauthorised lateness of 10 school sessions within any relling 10 scheol
week® period, whereby a child arrives at school after the registers have
closed,

NB a penalty notice can be issued for any combination of the above

reasons where there are 10 sessions(5 school days or more of unauthorised

absence within any rolling 10 school week period. The unauthorised
absence can be consecutive or non-consecutive and can span over two
terms (including between academic years).

Or when

& A pupil s observed in a public place during school hours in the first five
school days of a period of exclusion from school, without reasonable
justification,

* a school week is any week in which a school meets at least once,

Who can be issued with a Penalty
Notice?

Parents and carers of a child can be issued with a Penalty Notice. The definition of a
‘parent’ as set out in section 576 of the Education Act 1996: By virtue of this section
‘parent’ includes: all natural parents, whether they are marned or not; any person or
body who has parental responsibility for a child {as defined by the Children Act 1985)
and any person wh, although rot a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care
of a child means a person whao lives with and looks after a child, irrespective of what
their relationship is with said child.

How much is a Penalty Notice fine?

As of the 19th of August 2024, a penalty notice is £30 if paid within 21 days, If
the fine is not paid in 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being
issued.

Together @
for Families

CORMNWALL
COUNCIL
ol all - e gl

Penalty Notices

A guide to Education Welfare Services
for parents and carers

[:_E} www.cornwall.gov.uk/togetherforfamilies

If 2 second penalty notice is issued to the same parent for the same child within
a three-year rolling period, the fine will automatically rise to £160 with no
option to pay the lower rate of £80.

If & parent then commits a third offence in & three-year rolling period, Cornwall
Council will need te censider other enfercement optional options available,
This could include prosecution under section 444(1) or section 444{14) of the
Education Act 1996, If found guilty a parent would receive a criminal record and
substantial fine,

Penalty Notices are issued per
parent, per child.

Therefore, if there are two parents and two children, the fines will total £320if
paid within 21 days or E640 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days (or for a second
offencel.

Can a Penalty Notice be paid in
instalments?

No. Penalty Notices must be paid in full, within the designated dates. However, if a
parent has mare than one child and is therefore issued with mare than one fire, they
can pay the fimes separately If they wish,

Who is responsible for issuing Penalty
Notices?

It is a Headteacher's decision whether or not to authorise an absence and, if their
decision is not to authorise, they have the right to request a Penalty Notice in line
with their attendance policy process. Cornwall Council's role is to check that the
evidence submitted is compliant with Carnwall Council's Code of Conduet for
Education Related Penalty Notices and, if so, to issue as appropriate.

Can a parent appeal a Penalty Notice?

There is no statutory right of appeal once a Penalty Notice has been issued. If you
believe that the Penalty Motice should not have been issued, yvou should make
contact with the school or academy that your child attends at your very earliest
comenience after recelving the Penalty Notice. If you wish to discuss the Penalty
Notice precedure, you can contact Cormwall Council's Education Welfare Service
an 01872 324298, or email educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk



