
Halwin Headlines 

It has been a pleasure to have a full week back in school after the recent storms, with routines 
restored and classrooms buzzing once again. Across the school, there has been lots of fantastic 
learning taking place, and it’s been lovely to see children fully immersed in their work. 

This week, Kingfishers class have been particularly busy making periscopes in Science, learning to 
play badminton in PE, and mastering multiplication and division skills in Maths. They also had 
their first ukulele lesson of the year — we are always grateful to Genevieve and our collaboration 
with the Cornwall Music Trust for providing a class with a term of ukulele lessons. In English, 
Kingfishers have been writing a discussion text about refugees, and when Mr Walsh, Headteacher 
of Lanner School, popped in for a visit this week, he was so impressed with Year 5 and 6’s enthu-
siasm and knowledge about immigration and refugees that he invited them to visit his school. We 
are busy organising a time for them to share their learning through a presentation to one of the 
KS2 classes at Lanner. 

Robins class have enjoyed learning about the Jewish celebration of Shabbat in RE, exploring the 
seafaring explorations of John Cabot in History, investigating similarities and differences in flow-
ering plants in Science, and Mrs Tamblin’s favourite — exploring pitch on the xylophones in Mu-
sic! Robins have also started a new writing unit based on the traditional tale The Billy Goats Gruff 
and are enjoying building accurate and interesting sentences. Our EYFS children have also en-
joyed this text in Drawing Club, exploring characters, settings and creating their own adventures. 
In Maths, Year 1 have been naming and exploring the features of 2D and 3D shapes, while Year 2 
continue to learn the 2×, 5× and 10× tables. It would be great if parents could continue to practise 
shape names (Year 1) and times tables (Year 2) with children at home. 

Thank you to the parents who joined us for our Year of Reading launch assembly on Monday af-
ternoon. We were excited to share the children’s new author booklets and hope they will inspire 
them to broaden their reading experiences. A reminder that pupils who would like to be a Read-
ing Ambassador need to apply to Mrs Ellis by Friday 30th January. Congratulations to Amelia for 
the amazing achievement of becoming a Word Millionaire on Accelerated Reader — meaning she 
has read and quizzed books totalling 1,000,000 words! This is the second year in a row for Amelia, 
and she remains our only Word Millionaire since we began using Accelerated Reader. Can anyone 
else rise to the challenge? 

Finally, a few reminders. Year 1 parents who opted in for hearing tests for their child are remind-
ed that these will take place on Monday 26th January. EYFS and Year 6 parents should also note 
that Mrs Gee has sent links via Arbor regarding the upcoming height and weight measurements, 
which will take place in school on Tuesday 10th February. Parents are asked to follow the links 
provided and opt out if they do not wish their child to be measured. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. We hope you have a lovely weekend. 

Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

Next weeks lunch is week 1 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

Wrap-Around Care Link 
 

https://forms.gle/
gXTtMML7j1HVV6Pu9  

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 96.22% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 98.67% 

Kingfishers: 94.55% 

Congratulations 

ROBINS 
  

 

Halwin School 

Friday 23rd January 

mailto:halwinsecretary@croftymat.org


Halwin Heroes 
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Confidence  

 

Eli 

 

Aspiration 

 

Ruby 

  

Resilience 

 

Stanley 

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Ina 

 

Team Points 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Ella 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Amber 

 

97 Blue 304 

146 Red 250 

146 Green 281 

155 Yellow 281 

Hall of Fame 

Robins: Aimée, Harrison 
Kingfishers: Amelia, Mason, Alfie, 

Nicholas, Eli, Kai, Marley, Rupert 

Whizz of the Week 

Mason 
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 26th January Y1 Hearing screening checks 

Wednesday 4th Feb  Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Friday 6th Feb Star Plan reviews—parents will receive invites 

Parent Assembly 

Tuesday 10th Feb Safer Internet Day 

Height & Weight checks for EYFS and Year 6 

Thursday 12th Feb Farm and Country Roadshow 

Friday 13th Feb Whole School visit to Trebah Gardens 

w/c 16th Feb Half Term 

Monday 23rd Feb INSET DAY 

Tuesday 24th Feb  Return to School  

Wednesday 25th Feb Swimming starts for Y3/4 (5 sessions during Spring 2) 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Tuesday 10th March Y5/6 Careers Event @ Helston CC 

Wednesday 11th March First Lego League @Culdrose (Y5/6 team) 

w/c 23rd March Parents Evenings 

Wednesday 25th March Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Tuesday 31st March Songfest 2026—Kingfishers 
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 2nd April   End of Term  

Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall theatre show 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May Inset Day (Flora Day) 

Friday 15th May Whole School Trip Geevor Mine 

Friday 22nd May  End of Term 

Monday 1st June Return to School 

Monday 22nd June Inset Day 

Wednesday 1st July Wellbeing Wednesday 

Wednesday 22nd July End of School Year 

Thursday 23rd July Inset Day—school closed 
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Kingfisher’s Writing—

Should Countries around 

the world do more to help 

refugees?  

A discussion text 
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Robin’s Writing—The day 

the storm came!  

A recount. 
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Photo           

highlights  





Thursday 29th January—Pizza Day  
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Attendance 
Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  
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Attendance 
 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period 

has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




