
Halwin Headlines 

Thank you once again for your support and understanding following the storm-related school 
closures at the start of term. We have passed on our sincere thanks to the Crofty Shared Services 
team, who truly went above and beyond to support the affected schools. While the full clean-up 
and repairs at Halwin will take some time, an incredible amount has already been achieved, and 
we are extremely grateful for the dedication, hard work and long hours that have gone into re-
storing our school. From Monday, we will be able to use our normal front playground entranc-
es again. Please note that the side of the building remains closed, so children must be supervised 
when moving through the car park. Photos of the storm damage and the subsequent clear-up 
and repair work can be found later in the newsletter. 

Thank you also for the many kind words and messages following the announcement of my up-
coming move to Portreath School. Mr Riches, Halwin’s new Headteacher, is very much looking 
forward to visiting Halwin and getting to know our wonderful community — you can find more 
information about him later in the newsletter. His poster has also been displayed in classrooms to 
help the children begin to get to know him. Please keep an eye out for a Halwin Hive Family ses-
sion later this term, when Mr Riches will be keen to meet as many families as possible. 

We have been incredibly proud of the Halwin children over the past two weeks. Despite the unu-
sual start to term, they have settled back into school beautifully, are working hard, following The 
Halwin Way (Ready, Respectful, Safe), and consistently demonstrating our school values. We are 
excited to share our plans for The Year of Reading 2026 and have rescheduled our launch assem-
bly for Monday 19th January. We hope many of you will be able to join us. 

In Robins Class, the children have been busy writing a recount of the day Storm Goretti came to 
our school — a memorable experience for everyone! They have also begun a new history unit 
learning about significant explorers, including John Cabot and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and 
their seafaring explorations. In Maths, Year 2 are learning their 2, 5 and 10 times tables this week, 
and any practice at home would be greatly appreciated. Year 1 have been naming 2D and 3D 
shapes and exploring their properties. Robins are also very excited to start their new DT topic, 
where they will be designing and making their own vehicles with working axles. 

Kingfishers Class have started their new class text, The Boy at the Back of the Class. We are hop-
ing to visit the Hall for Cornwall to see the stage production in April and would appreciate parents 
making payment via ParentPay so tickets can be finalised. In Science, new units are underway: 
Years 5 and 6 are exploring light, while Years 3 and 4 are investigating circuits. The first swim-
ming sessions for Years 5 and 6 have gone well—please remember that swimming goggles are 
recommended for every session. Kingfishers have also begun their new writing unit and will be 
creating a balanced argument text in their upcoming English lessons. 
 
Finally, please ensure you check the updated diary dates later in the newsletter. We hope every-
one is safe and well following the recent storms and wish you a lovely weekend.  

 

Confidence Aspiration Resilience Enjoyment 

Next weeks lunch is week 3 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

Wrap-Around Care Link 
 

https://forms.gle/
yoHKU29zB9kqUVxj8 

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 97.29% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 100% 

Kingfishers: 95.45% 

Congratulations 

ROBINS 
  

 

Halwin School 

Friday 16th January 

mailto:halwinsecretary@croftymat.org


Halwin Heroes 
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Confidence  

 

Ruby 

 

Aspiration 

 

Hudson 

  

Resilience 

 

Paisley 

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Lukas 

 

Team Points 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Valencia 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Alfie 

 

 

Hall of Fame 

Robins: Aimée,  
Kingfishers: Amelia, Eli, Rupert 

 

Whizz of the Week 

Aimée 

207 Blue 207 

104 Red 104 

135 Green 135 

126 Yellow 126 
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 26th January Y1 Hearing screening checks 

Wednesday 4th Feb  Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Friday 6th Feb Star Plan reviews—parents will receive invites 

Parent Assembly 

Tuesday 10th Feb Safer Internet Day 

Height & Weight checks for EYFS and Year 6 

Thursday 12th Feb Farm and Country Roadshow 

Friday 13th Feb Whole School visit to Trebah Gardens 

w/c 16th Feb Half Term 

Monday 23rd Feb INSET DAY 

Tuesday 24th Feb  Return to School  

Wednesday 25th Feb Swimming starts for Y3/4 (5 sessions during Spring 2) 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Tuesday 10th March Y5/6 Careers Event @ Helston CC 

Wednesday 11th March First Lego League @Culdrose (Y5/6 team) 

w/c 23rd March Parents Evenings 

Wednesday 25th March Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Tuesday 31st March Songfest 2026—Kingfishers 
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 2nd April   End of Term  

Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall theatre show 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May Inset Day (Flora Day) 

Friday 15th May Whole School Trip Geevor Mine 

Friday 22nd May  End of Term 

Monday 1st June Return to School 

Monday 22nd June Inset Day 

Wednesday 1st July Wellbeing Wednesday 

Elemental—Swanpool Beach 

Wednesday 22nd July End of School Year 

Thursday 23rd July Inset Day—school closed 
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Storm Goretti damage 
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Storm Goretti repairs 
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Attendance 
Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  
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Attendance 
 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period 

has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




