
Halwin Headlines 

What a lovely start to the week we had with our whole-school visit to Trinity Church. The children 
enjoyed meeting the new Reverend, listening to an Open the Book story, learning about Advent 
and the Christingle, and then making one to bring home. It was a wonderful way to begin the 
festive season together. Halwin is now looking beautifully Christmassy—thank you to the Suksta 
family for donating our lovely Christmas tree. Our cheeky elf has returned and is enjoying playing 
hide and seek around the school! Each class has begun opening their special book advent calen-
dar, sharing a new story every day in the lead-up to Christmas. Don’t forget, Christmas cards can 
be posted in the post box in the front lobby and will be delivered during our card sharing morning 
on the final day of term. Our Christmas show rehearsals are well under way. If your child is still 
gaining confidence with their lines, we would really appreciate your support in helping them prac-
tise over the weekend as we head into our final rehearsals next week. We look forward to wel-
coming you to our Christmas performance on Wednesday 10th December. Please ensure children 
arrive back at school for 5.45pm. 
• KS2 children should come dressed in Christmas party outfits or a Christmas jumper. 
• KS1 costumes will be provided by school. 

Learning continues across both classes—and for our staff too! Miss Williams has now completed 
her Fun Fit training, Mrs Carr has successfully passed her paediatric first aid refresher, and Mrs 
Ellis has finished her Crofty leadership course. After presenting her action research project on 
Thursday to headteachers and future leaders, she was awarded a Crofty Learning badge by 
Crofty CEO Mr Hague. We are incredibly proud of her achievement! 

Today, Halwin became part of history as we joined the first ever assembly broadcast live from 
Antarctica! The children listened to Robert Swan OBE, who shared stories from the ice and spoke 
passionately about protecting this unique environment. Kingfishers also took part in a rail safety 
assembly as part of their PSHE curriculum. Well done to all pupils for superb listening and 
thoughtful questions in both special assemblies this week. 

A huge thank you to the Friends of Halwin, everyone who helped, contributed or attended our 
Christmas Fair this afternoon. It was a truly lovely community event and raised over £350! Due to 
the heavy rain, the Santa Run has been postponed to Thursday 18th December, giving everyone 
plenty of time to complete sponsorship forms or encourage friends and family to donate online: 
https://gofund.me/165b120a2. Don’t forget, the Friends of Halwin have also kindly organised the 
‘Elfridges’ shop on Monday afternoon. Children will be able to choose gifts for loved ones, which 
will then be wrapped ready for collection on Wednesday evening. Please ensure gifts are paid for 
in advance. 

Finally, a small request from Robins Class: they will be making boats in Science next week and 
would be very grateful for any small tinfoil trays, plastic tubs, or small cardboard boxes. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend as we continue our festive countdown! 
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Next weeks lunch is week 3 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

 

Wrap-Around Care Link 
https://forms.gle/

iDYHrzQJWC3wVD1E7 

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 92.97% 

 

See below for the       
attendance for each 

class last week.  

 

Robins: 89.33% 

Kingfishers: 95.45% 

 

Halwin School 

Friday 5th December 

https://gofund.me/165b120a2
mailto:halwinsecretary@croftymat.org


Halwin Heroes 
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Confidence  

 

Maddison 

 

Aspiration 

 

Faith  

  

Resilience 

 

Ruby  

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Amber 

 

Team Points 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Ella 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Marley 

 

 

Hall of Fame 

Robins: Aimée, Arlo, Harrison 
Kingfishers: Amelia, Harry, Eli, Kai, 

Marley, Rupert 
 

Whizz of the Week  

Amelia 

76 Blue 339 

94 Red 310 

72 Green 276 

55 Yellow 319 
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

Monday 8th December FOH Elfridges 

Wednesday 10th Dec Christmas Performance 6pm 

Tuesday 16th Dec Kingfishers—Pantomime at Helston CC 

Wednesday 17th Dec        Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day  

Thursday 18th Dec FoH Sponsored Santa Run.  

End of Term treat—Inflatable Snow Globe 

Friday 19th Dec Break for Christmas 

Monday 5th Jan INSET DAY 

Tuesday 6th Jan  Return to School  

Monday 12th Jan  Robins Trip to Helston Library 

Wednesday 4th Feb  Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Friday 6th Feb Parent Assembly 

Thursday 12th Feb Farm and Country Roadshow 

Friday 13th Feb Whole School visit to Trebah Gardens 

w/c 16th Feb Half Term 

Monday 23rd Feb INSET DAY 

Tuesday 24th Feb  Return to School  
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Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 25th Feb Swimming starts for Y3/4 (5 sessions during Spring 2) 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Tuesday 10th March Y5/6 Careers Event @ Helston CC 

w/c 23rd March Parents Evenings 

Wednesday 11th March First Lego League @Culdrose 

Wednesday 25th March Wellbeing Wednesday  

Swimming - Robins fun session 

Tuesday 31st March Songfest 2026—Kingfishers 

Thursday 2nd April   End of Term  

Monday 20th April  Return to School  

Wednesday 22nd April  KS2 trip to King Edward Mine 

Wednesday 29th April  KS2 Hall for Cornwall 
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Halwin Celebrations 

Advent visit 
to Trinity 
Church to 

make a 

Christingle 
decoration. 

 



Halwin Celebrations 

Robins and Kingfisher 
Advent calendars  

KS2  Rail Safety 
Talk 

Antartica Live Assembly 
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Halwin Notices 
 

As you may be aware, the UK has seen a fall in birth rates over recent years. Cornwall, particularly in some 
rural areas, is experiencing lower pupil numbers as a result. 

Cornwall Local Authority, alongside schools and trusts across the county, is reviewing pupil places to ensure 
that the number of school places matches the number of children in each area. One of the ways this is man-
aged is through the Pupil Admission Number (PAN) for each school. 

Crofty Education Trust is therefore running a consultation on proposed PAN changes for several of its 
schools. For Halwin, we are proposing to set our PAN at 7 for children joining from September 2027 onwards. 
This proposal does not affect any current year groups. 

Setting our PAN at 7 will help us maintain a stable class structure and continue to offer a high-quality curricu-
lum as pupils move through the school. As a small school, Halwin has many strengths that larger settings 
cannot offer, and this change will help us preserve and make the most of those strengths. 

It’s also important to note that PAN changes are not permanent. When pupil numbers rise again in future, 
the PAN can be increased to meet demand. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to catch me for a chat, or you can take part in the consultation via 
the Crofty Education Trust website: https://croftymat.org/information/admissions/ 

 

I know parents may have questions about the proposed PAN change that I shared earlier this week, so I’ve put 
together a brief FAQ to explain what it means for our school and why it’s a positive, sensible step.  

 

Why is the PAN being set at 7 from 2027? This proposal reflects the lower birth rates locally and nationally. 
By aligning our PAN with our community’s needs, we can plan our class structure effectively and continue 
providing the best possible learning experience in a setting where children feel cared for, supported, and 
able to thrive. 

Will this change affect my child or any current year groups? No. This proposal only applies to children join-
ing from September 2027 onwards. All current pupils, classes, and year groups remain exactly as they are. 

How will setting the PAN at 7 benefit the school? A stable, realistic PAN helps us maintain strong class 
structures and protect the strengths that make Halwin special. A stable intake means we can maintain our 
strong curriculum, small-class feel, and personalised support for every child. It ensures we can continue mak-
ing the most of the advantages of being a small school. 

Can the PAN increase again in the future? Yes. PAN changes are flexible. If pupil numbers rise in the com-
ing years, the PAN can be raised to meet that demand. This proposal simply helps us stay aligned with the 
current picture while keeping the school strong and stable. 

https://croftymat.org/information/admissions/
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Attendance 
Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  
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Attendance 
 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period 

has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  




