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Halwin Headlines

Welcome back to the second half of the autumn term! We have lots of exciting things
planned over the coming weeks, including class trips, dance workshops, parents’ eve-
nings and, of course, plenty of Christmas fun. Our overarching theme this term is Con-
nected Communities, and it has been wonderful to see how positively the children have
returned—settling quickly back into their learning and routines.

halwinsecretary@croftymat.org

On Tuesday, we gathered as a whole school to revisit our CARE values and remind our- "\‘t'tPS://
selves what it means to be part of the Halwin community. Together, we agreed that at
Halwin School, we believe in ourselves (confidence), aim high (aspiration), keep going
(resilience), and enjoy the journey (enjoyment). These values truly shine through in eve-
rything the children do.

A big thank you to everyone who shared their beautiful autumn poems—what a joy it Attendance
has been to read them all! We are busy publishing them and will share them soon! It's -
also fantastic to see so many children on our Hall of Fame for Maths Whizz this week—
well done, superstars! Next week, we're looking forward to opening our doors to show-
case our wonderful school, especially for families with children starting Reception in
September 2026. Please do share the word with friends and the wider community; I'm
so excited to show off all that makes Halwin such a special place.

We aim for all our

children to have at least

A special mention must go to our Eco-Trust Council, who represented Halwin brilliantly
at the first meeting of the year—they were an absolute credit to the school. Across our
classes, there has been lots of exciting learning taking place this week. Robins have been
enjoying the story Funnybones in English, making pizzas for the birds in Forest School,
and exploring their favourite places to play in the school grounds in Geography. In
Maths, Year 1 have been practising counting forwards and backwards within 100, while
Year 2 have been working hard to develop fluency in their calculations. Kingfishers have
launched into their new topics with great enthusiasm, beginning with exploring Europe
in Geography. They worked together using clues to identify countries and locate them
on the map—a fantastic start! Year 5 and 6 have been investigating how animals adapt
to their environments through an experiment demonstrating the importance of blubber
for Arctic animals. Meanwhile, Year 3 and 4 continue to impress with their addition and
subtraction skills, growing in confidence and choosing the most efficient strategies.

Finally, we are very excited to be making plans to celebrate The Year of Reading 2026. If
you have any connections with authors or illustrators who might be interested in getting
involved, please let Mrs Ellis know—we’d love to hear from you!
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Halwin Heroes

Confidence Aspiration Resilience

Confidence Freyja
Star of the
Week o
Aspiration Amber
Robins Stanley
Resilience Luna
Kingfishers Bryn
Harper

Team Points é ﬁ; k- > Maths-Whizz

60 PBlue 60
47 Red 47

Hall of Fame

Robins: Arlo, Aimée, Harrison, Carter

44 (zreen 44

Kingfishers: Amelia, Harry, Amber, Eli,
Luna, Ethan, Lukas, Kai, Marley,
Benjamin, Poppy, Rupert




Diary Dates

Thursday 2o0th Nov World Children’s Day—Non School Uniform
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Diary Dates
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Halwin Celebrations

Kingfishers Science and
Geography
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TUESDAY | WEDHESDAY

HOT DISHES

HOT DISHES ARE SERVED WITH TWO VEGETABLES AMD FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

DELI DISHES

LN

ﬁe%j BAKED POTATODES SERVED DAILY @ AVAILABLE DAILY

With a chosos of ioppings v = Frash fruit, salad, yogiurt and waier

v Yegelorian W Vegan = Qily Fish Wholegrain » Fruity! Hutritionist’s Choloe



“l r Pop up Food Hub

See our Facebook Page
' w"m
FOOD ACTION

Nt Oty W)

Helston
Pre-Order Only — payment on the day

Last order 4 days prior to event
To guarantee your bundle please contact
Debbie on 07880 835 331

For £30, which helps to keep the
charity running, you will receive a
trolley load containing:

Tea or coffee

Pasta or rice

A selection of tins and cereal
Bag/box of Crisps

A box of pasties or pies

A bag of frozen items

A bag of fresh fruit/veg

A bag of household toiletries
Bread/rolls/cakes

Pet Food

Other extra items as available

All welcome. No referral needed
We look forward to seeing you there
Remember to bring a trolley or plenty of strong bags

Saturday 15th November 10:00 — 11:00

Devon & Commall Food Action
PRE-ORDER Form

Please use the link to book or scan the QR code

https://forms.office.com/e/MgmBfCGVaw




HELSTON
RAILWAY

. SantairainDates (December 2025)
A-.—‘. r JIr ' » -"—‘_; l‘." + ° “".? ,
| 6th, 7th, 13th, 14th, .gfh'ﬁfét' 22nd

antaTrainTimes . 1 Ticket Prices

10:00, 130, 15:00 i~ 4w Adult £10
Train of Light Timé™ - . & Child £11.50
17:30 Under 5 years £5

Child and under 5 prices include
present from Santa!

visit www.helstonrailway.co.uk




Christmas Wreath
Making

Join Ruth, Everett & the Friends of Halwin for festive wreath crafting

fun!
£20 per person
All proceeds go to supporting the
children of Halwin School
Date Location Supplies
Thursday, November 27th, Halwin Primary School All materials provided; just
2025 at 6.30pm bring your own secateurs &
Christmas cheer!

Join us for wreath making, a raffle, refreshments & mince pies!

»
-

!

Don't miss out on the holiday cheer!
Contact Char, 07581191453 to book your space now.




10-14th November

Phone or email to book a tour

_ ‘ =~
o = e otC
& | DISCOVER HALWIN
..a small school With a big heart
) Open WeeK:
l/\

01209 860329
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org
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Attendance

Attendance

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/

There are 175 non-school days in a year and 190 school days each vear.

10 doys absence

180 19 days absence
days in schoal

95%

Good Some Concern Werrying Serious Concern

-Best chance of success  [Harder foryour  |Your childis  |-Having a significant

-Gets your child off toa  |child to make now classified  limpact on your child's
flying start progress s a ‘persistent  |education and well-being
-Helps their confidence,  |-School starts absentee’

social development as well  [tracking your child's -Legal Action may be taken

as their academic progress jttendance closely, |- Education
-Over 97% is considered  [Medical evidence  [Welfare
excellent attendance oy be required to [Officer
outhorise further  finvolvement is
absences linked to  |likely

illness
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Attendance

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period
has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate
under ‘exceptional circumstances’. The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the
purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-
ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not
be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.
A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child
from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-
thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must
be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-
alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below:;

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including
legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they
are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act
1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person
with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child.

Confidence Aspiration Resilience



How is a Penalty Notice paid?

Penalty notices can be paid by card by calling the office on 01872 324201. If the
215t/ 2a8th day for payment falls on a weekend or bank holiday, payment will be
accepted at the same rate on the following working day.

What happens if a Penalty Notice is
not paid?

If a Penalty Notice s not paidwithin the 28 days of lssue (as per the dates listed on the
Penalty Notios), Cormwall Council will pragress the matter to the Magistrates' Court,
fior the affence of failing toensure regular atterndance, NOT for fallure to pay the fine.

If found guilty:
- under section 444(1), it can result in the parent being fined up te £1000

- under section 444(14), it can resultin the parent being fined up to £2,500 and/
or receiving a custodial sentence of up to 3 months

Cornwall Council may also apply for costs incurred in taking the matter to court.

Contact us

Education Welfare Service, Mew County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TRL 3AY

educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk
01872 324298

If you would like this infermation in another
format or language please contact:
Il Council, Coun

OC ornwall recycles

Kernow o wro sylgylghye

What is a Penalty Notice?

A penalty notice is a fine that can be issued under section 4444 and section 4448 of
the Education Act 1936. The fine is issued per parent, per child for:

# Leave of absence of 10 school sessions/s days or rmare within any rolling 10 schoaol
week™ period during term time, witheut authorisation from the schaol. This can
include unauthorised absence for a holiday.

& Unauthorised absence of 10 or more sessions/5 days within any rolling 10
school week” period where a parent fails to provide an explanation for the
absence, or where an explanation is provided but the school consider it
insufficient to authorise the absence.

& Unauthorised lateness of 10 school sessions within any relling 10 scheol
week® period, whereby a child arrives at school after the registers have
closed,

NB a penalty notice can be issued for any combination of the above

reasons where there are 10 sessions(5 school days or more of unauthorised

absence within any rolling 10 school week period. The unauthorised
absence can be consecutive or non-consecutive and can span over two
terms (including between academic years).

Or when

& A pupil s observed in a public place during school hours in the first five
school days of a period of exclusion from school, without reasonable
justification,

* a school week is any week in which a school meets at least once,

Who can be issued with a Penalty
Notice?

Parents and carers of a child can be issued with a Penalty Notice. The definition of a
‘parent’ as set out in section 576 of the Education Act 1996: By virtue of this section
‘parent’ includes: all natural parents, whether they are marned or not; any person or
body who has parental responsibility for a child {as defined by the Children Act 1985)
and any person wh, although rot a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care
of a child means a person whao lives with and looks after a child, irrespective of what
their relztionship is with said child.

How much is a Penalty Notice fine?

As of the 19th of August 2024, a penalty notice is £30 if paid within 21 days, If
the fine is not paid in 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being
issued.

CORNWALL | Together @
%Eﬁy'ﬂe& : for Families

Penalty Notices

A guide to Education Welfare Services
for parents and carers

[:_E} www.cornwall.gov.uk/togetherforfamilies

If 2 second penalty notice is issued to the same parent for the same child within
a three-year rolling period, the fine will automatically rise to £160 with no
option to pay the lower rate of £80.

If & parent then commits a third offence in & three-year rolling period, Cornwall
Council will need te censider other enfercement optional options available,
This could include prosecution under section 444(1) or section 444{14) of the
Education Act 1996, If found guilty a parent would receive a criminal record and
substantial fine,

Penalty Notices are issued per
parent, per child.

Therefore, if there are two parents and two children, the fines will total £320if
paid within 21 days or E640 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days (or for a second
offencel.

Can a Penalty Notice be paid in
instalments?

No. Penalty Notices must be paid in full, within the designated dates. However, if a
parent has mare than one child and is therefore issued with mare than one fire, they
can pay the fimes separately If they wish,

Who is responsible for issuing Penalty
Notices?

It is a Headteacher's decision whether or not to authorise an absence and, if their
decision is not to authorise, they have the right to request a Penalty Notice in line
with their attendance policy process. Cornwall Council's role is to check that the
evidence submitted is compliant with Carnwall Council's Code of Conduet for
Education Related Penalty Notices and, if so, to issue as appropriate.

Can a parent appeal a Penalty Notice?

There is no statutory right of appeal once a Penalty Notice has been issued. If you
believe that the Penalty Motice should not have been issued, yvou should make
contact with the school or academy that your child attends at your very earliest
comenience after recelving the Penalty Notice. If you wish to discuss the Penalty
Notice precedure, you can contact Cormwall Council's Education Welfare Service
an 01872 324298, or email educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk



