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Halwin Headlines

We ended another busy week with a special ‘rite of passage’ for our Year 6 pupils—they were
presented with their Prefect ties in assembly today. We know they will wear them with pride
and model ‘The Halwin Way' to our younger pupils whilst offering support and kindness
around the school. They have already been busy planning a schedule of lunchtime playground
activities. This week, Robins class have enjoyed retelling the story of The Gingerbread Man,
sketching bridge designs, testing the properties of materials and making dens in Forest
School. Kingfishers have been finding out how we remember people from WW3z, exploring
non-fiction report writing, and designing interactive books which they plan to share with Rob-
in’s class. A big well done to the 6 representatives who attended Mrs May's special retirement
assembly on Wednesday at Trannack School on behalf of Halwin.

Next Wednesday (1st October) we will be holding our first Wellbeing Wednesday of this
school year. We are excited to build on the success of our summer term event and enjoy the
day being outside, playing and learning in nature and developing teamwork, creativity, lead-
ership and communication skills. Please can children wear clothes suitable for being outside,
including warm layers and a waterproof coat. Old trainers or welly boots would be suitable
but these cannot be worn inside the school. Please bring these separately so children can
change into them to go outside.

We have arranged for Kernow Coastal Coaching to run sports clubs starting next week. The
school will cover the cost but we need a minimum number to ensure these sessions can go
ahead. Thank you to those who have signed up already. There are still spaces for girls and
boys if your child would like to attend, please speak to Mrs Gee in the office. Mrs Ellis and Mrs
Carr are keen to begin our Lego League preparations. If your child isin Y5 or Y6 and is inter-
ested in taking part, please see the poster later in the newsletter and speak to us in school to
sign up. The club will take place on Wednesdays after school.

Don't forget to check the diary dates later in the newsletter. We are celebrating National Po-
etry Day next Thursday and would like to invite parents in to listen to our poems in assembly
at 2.45pm. On Friday 10th October, parents are also invited in to our Harvest assembly where
there will be a collection for the local food bank. They are keen to receive: long life fruit juice,
long life milk, tinned cold meat, tins of custard, tins of rice pudding, tinned fruit, small jars of
coffee, sponge puddings. If you are able to donate, we would really appreciate your help. Indi-
vidual School Photos are booked for next Friday—3rd October and Chartwells will be support-
ing School Census Day with a special Space Day menu on Thursday 2nd October. Please see
the poster later in the newsletter.

Thank you again to those who have kindly donated through our Amazon Wishlist—the link is
https://tinyurl.com/HalwinWishList if you are able to help. A final special thank you to our TAs
and support staff as we celebrate National Teaching Assistant Day today.
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halwinsecretary@croftymat.org

https://forms.gle/
m1FSBmuodxZsZUQ98

Attendance

We aim for all our

children to have at least
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Halwin Heroes
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Confidence Benjamin
Star of the
Week
Aspiration Skylar
Robins Faith
Resilience Kai
Kingfishers Amber
Hudson
Team Points &M .
A& mMaths—Whizz“’
Weekly Total Q,)
0 Blue 3% Hall of Fame

61 Red 308

Robins: Aimée

79 (Green 318

Kingfishers: Amelia, Mason, Harry, Eli,

Luna, Ethan, Bryn, Lukas, Kai, Marley,
Sophie, Benjamin, Ina




Diary Dates

Thursday 2nd Oct National Poetry Day—Parents are invited to our poetry
recital at 2.45pm

Friday 3rd Oct Individual School Photos
Monday 6th Oct Barnardo's Healthy Relationships Workshop—Y®6 (part 1)
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Notices & Events

CHALLENGE

UNEARTHED

First Lego League — Expressions of Interest

We are excited to be entering the First Lego League (FLL) again this year! Last year, at our
very first competition at Culdrose, our team was proud to bring home the Core Values Award
— a fantastic achievement.

Many people think the FLL is all about building Lego models, but that’s just a tiny part of it.
The majority of the club, which will run from October through to March on Wednesday after-
noons after school with Mrs Ellis and Mrs Carr, involves:

Researching and developing an idea to answer the annual challenge question.

« Designing, building, and coding a robot to complete a series of challenges.

« Exploring a real-world problem, asking experts, and coming up with creative solutions.
« Evaluating and iterating ideas to make them better.

« Presenting findings confidently to a panel of judges in an en-
gaging way.

This year's theme is Unearthed — exploring archaeology and how
people, working together with technology, uncover clues about
how past generations lived, learned, and celebrated.

To take part, children will need an interest in learning new coding
skills, teamwork, problem-solving, and creative thinking. The FLL
embodies our school values of confidence, aspiration, resilience
and enjoyment.

If your child inYear 5 orYear 6 would like to join, please ask them
to let Mrs Carr or Mrs Ellis know. If more than 8 children express an interest, names will be
drawn from a hat to make it fair.
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CAN YOU HELP?

Are you available tolenda SATURDAY 4™
helping hand as we tidy OCTOBER

o
up the school grounds" (9.30-11.30AM)

Gardening or donations of top soil / plants etc.

Developing the forest school space Unfortunately, we
are unable to have

Cleaning / Improving the outdoor areas SR S0 1

Tidying the sheds

school Amazon Wishlijst

https://tinyurl.com/HalwinWishList

Any donations would be
most appreciated




HARVEST APPEAL %

Shop UK “wqu

HELP SUPPORT YOUR FOODBANK
WITH FOOD AND FUNDS THIS HARVEST

DONATE FOOD

Help by donating an item or two from
our shopping list to ensure we can
provide food to help people in crisis.

SHOPPING LIST
TOP TEN ITEMS

Long life fruitjuice
Long life milke
Tinned cold meats
Tins of custard
Tins of vice pudding
Tinned fruit
smalljars ofcoﬁfec
Sponge puddings

Helston and the Lizard foodbank is a project supporting local people run by the charity

Helston &

-t e g o

L
The Lizard mUSfOfd Seed
fOOd b Charity Number 1127110

14-16 Wendron Street, Helston, Cornwall TR13 8PS

www_helstonthelizard.foodbank.org.uk




Halwin Celebrations

Robins—Den Making at Forest School
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WEEK 3

W/C: 05/05/2025, 16/06/ 2025, 07/07/2025, 08/09/2025, 29/09/ 2025, 20/10/2025

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza Sausage Hot Dog Roast Chicken Crispy Crater Battered Pollock
Served with Garllc Senved with Patato Served with Roast Chicken Burger Sarved with Chips
and Herb Breasd g Wedges Fotatoes and Gravy )
L]

Plrza Veggie Sausage Roast Quom Crispy Crater Quorn Dippers
Served with Garlie Hat Dog Served with Rosst Served with Chipa
and Herb Senved with Potaio Potatoes and Gravy Veggie Burger o @

. 0 Wedges T & o
Tomato Pasta Tomato Pasta Tomato Pasta Tomato Pasta Tomato Pasta
Fresh, Homemade Fresh, Homemade Fresh, Homernade Fresh, Homemade Fresh, Homemade
Tomato Sauce with Tomabs Sauce with Tomato Sauce with Tomato Sauce with Tomato Sauce with
Pastagy & PastaQy @ Pastaiy = Pastaig = Pastay W

HOT DISHES ARE SERVED WITH TWO VEGETABLES AND FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

Ham Wrap Ham Baguette l:hn: Wrap Ham Baguette Ham Wrap
Cream Cheese
Tuna and Egg Mayo
Sweet Wi B p- and Cucumber ﬁ-l.m
° o
DELI DISHES ARE SERVED WITH MIXED SALAD
Shooting Star
Chocolate Lemon Cookie Shortbread Comflake Tart
Brownie Served with Fruits with Space
& @ Dust

BAKED POTATOES SERVED DAILY
With a cholce of toppings v o

OESBH

AVAILABLE DAILY

Fresh fruit, salad, yoghurt and water

Q) vegetarion () vegan I oily Fish P wholegrain () Fruityt B Nutritionist's Choice

Our menu iz subject to change. Flease be assured that all notified medical diets and allergy requirements will be safely catered for

Merw_51_002140



%

MAINS
‘Crispy Crater’ Chicken Burger

(Southern Fried Chicken Goujon Burger)

or ‘Crispy Crater’ Veggie Burger (V)

(Veggie Finger Burger)

SIDES

‘Moon Rock’ Potatoes
‘Rocket Fuel’ Baked Beans
‘Pluto’ Peas

= DESSERTS

‘Shooting Star’ Shortbread with
Chocolate ‘Space Dust’

*Menus may be subject to change ha 07,

- A
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CORNWALL Togetherv The
COUNCIL : I deadline for
eeda- e fOr Families b e
9 : applications is
15 January
2026

Do you have a

child born between
1 September 2021
and 31 August 2022?

If so, you will need to apply
for a place in a reception
class in September 2026 for
your child by the deadline
of 15 January 2026.

Please note: you will need to apply even if Visit www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions

VO;:T C:‘illd attefnds ahSC'IOOI'S ﬂUszry Ot')’:(;e' for more information and to access the
school class. If a school is oversubscri : i

the fact that a child attends a school’s Gniine application system.
nursery or pre-school, or a local nursery

or pre-school, does not automatically

guarantee a place at that school. The

school’s oversubscription criteria will be

used to allocate places. Visit our website or scan me
contact us for more information.

www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions
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Hatloween Themed
Holidag Club

Tuesdag 28th October
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Attendance

Attendance

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/

There are 175 non-school days in a year and 190 school days each vear.

10 doys absence

180 19 days absence
days in schoal

95%

Good Some Concern Werrying Serious Concern

-Best chance of success  [Harder foryour  |Your childis  |-Having a significant

-Gets your child off toa  |child to make now classified  limpact on your child's
flying start progress s a ‘persistent  |education and well-being
-Helps their confidence,  |-School starts absentee’

social development as well  [tracking your child's -Legal Action may be taken

as their academic progress jttendance closely, |- Education
-Over 97% is considered  [Medical evidence  [Welfare
excellent attendance oy be required to [Officer
outhorise further  finvolvement is
absences linked to  |likely

illness
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Attendance

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period
has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate
under ‘exceptional circumstances’. The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the
purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-
ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not
be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.
A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child
from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-
thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must
be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-
alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below:;

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including
legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they
are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act
1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person
with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child.

Confidence Aspiration Resilience



How is a Penalty Notice paid?

Penalty notices can be paid by card by calling the office on 01872 324201. If the
215t/ 2a8th day for payment falls on a weekend or bank holiday, payment will be
accepted at the same rate on the following working day.

What happens if a Penalty Notice is
not paid?

If a Penalty Notice s not paidwithin the 28 days of lssue (as per the dates listed on the
Penalty Notios), Cormwall Council will pragress the matter to the Magistrates' Court,
fior the affence of failing toensure regular atterndance, NOT for fallure to pay the fine.

If found guilty:
- under section 444(1), it can result in the parent being fined up te £1000

- under section 444(14), it can resultin the parent being fined up to £2,500 and/
or receiving a custodial sentence of up to 3 months

Cornwall Council may also apply for costs incurred in taking the matter to court.

Contact us

Education Welfare Service, Mew County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TRL 3AY

educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk
01872 324298

If you would like this infermation in another
format or language please contact:
Il Council, Coun

OC ornwall recycles

Kernow o wro sylgylghye

What is a Penalty Notice?

A penalty notice is a fine that can be issued under section 4444 and section 4448 of
the Education Act 1936. The fine is issued per parent, per child for:

# Leave of absence of 10 school sessions/s days or rmare within any rolling 10 schoaol
week™ period during term time, witheut authorisation from the schaol. This can
include unauthorised absence for a holiday.

& Unauthorised absence of 10 or more sessions/5 days within any rolling 10
school week” period where a parent fails to provide an explanation for the
absence, or where an explanation is provided but the school consider it
insufficient to authorise the absence.

& Unauthorised lateness of 10 school sessions within any relling 10 scheol
week® period, whereby a child arrives at school after the registers have
closed,

NB a penalty notice can be issued for any combination of the above

reasons where there are 10 sessions(5 school days or more of unauthorised

absence within any rolling 10 school week period. The unauthorised
absence can be consecutive or non-consecutive and can span over two
terms (including between academic years).

Or when

& A pupil s observed in a public place during school hours in the first five
school days of a period of exclusion from school, without reasonable
justification,

* a school week is any week in which a school meets at least once,

Who can be issued with a Penalty
Notice?

Parents and carers of a child can be issued with a Penalty Notice. The definition of a
‘parent’ as set out in section 576 of the Education Act 1996: By virtue of this section
‘parent’ includes: all natural parents, whether they are marned or not; any person or
body who has parental responsibility for a child {as defined by the Children Act 1985)
and any person wh, although rot a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care
of a child means a person whao lives with and looks after a child, irrespective of what
their relztionship is with said child.

How much is a Penalty Notice fine?

As of the 19th of August 2024, a penalty notice is £30 if paid within 21 days, If
the fine is not paid in 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being
issued.

CORNWALL | Together @
%Eﬁy'ﬂe& : for Families

Penalty Notices

A guide to Education Welfare Services
for parents and carers

[:_E} www.cornwall.gov.uk/togetherforfamilies

If 2 second penalty notice is issued to the same parent for the same child within
a three-year rolling period, the fine will automatically rise to £160 with no
option to pay the lower rate of £80.

If & parent then commits a third offence in & three-year rolling period, Cornwall
Council will need te censider other enfercement optional options available,
This could include prosecution under section 444(1) or section 444{14) of the
Education Act 1996, If found guilty a parent would receive a criminal record and
substantial fine,

Penalty Notices are issued per
parent, per child.

Therefore, if there are two parents and two children, the fines will total £320if
paid within 21 days or E640 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days (or for a second
offencel.

Can a Penalty Notice be paid in
instalments?

No. Penalty Notices must be paid in full, within the designated dates. However, if a
parent has mare than one child and is therefore issued with mare than one fire, they
can pay the fimes separately If they wish,

Who is responsible for issuing Penalty
Notices?

It is a Headteacher's decision whether or not to authorise an absence and, if their
decision is not to authorise, they have the right to request a Penalty Notice in line
with their attendance policy process. Cornwall Council's role is to check that the
evidence submitted is compliant with Carnwall Council's Code of Conduet for
Education Related Penalty Notices and, if so, to issue as appropriate.

Can a parent appeal a Penalty Notice?

There is no statutory right of appeal once a Penalty Notice has been issued. If you
believe that the Penalty Motice should not have been issued, yvou should make
contact with the school or academy that your child attends at your very earliest
comenience after recelving the Penalty Notice. If you wish to discuss the Penalty
Notice precedure, you can contact Cormwall Council's Education Welfare Service
an 01872 324298, or email educationwelfare@cornwall.gov.uk



