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Friday 7th February 2025 

I have enjoyed popping in and out of classes this week to see the amazing range of learning 
taking place across the curriculum but the highlight of every day is hearing the children talk 
about their very important things. This week I’ve learned about pet hamsters, birthday par-
ties, odd socks, pocket money spending, trains and lots more! 
 
There was a great buzz in school this morning as all classes showcased their science learn-
ing—from materials in Robins, to seed dispersal in Owls and setting up a fair test to answer 
the question ’Can I grow new plants from different parts of the parent plant?’ in Kingfishers. I 
was particularly impressed with the children’s scientific vocabulary and knowledge, well done 
all. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who joined Kingfishers on Tuesday for their DT lesson. The chil-
dren had fun creating automata toys and demonstrated great team-work and problem solv-
ing skills. It was great to see so many parents and we hope you enjoyed it. Please follow the 
links below to book into next week’s parent DT sessions. 
Owls—Tuesday 11th Feb—https://forms.gle/Cd4iJwmfL2MMNPgH9  
Robins—Friday 14th Feb—https://forms.gle/8WFnzaDGTcDXBkgb6 

 
We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 6th March—please see the poster later in 
the newsletter. All children will receive a World Book Day voucher. The children are invited to 
wear non-school uniform—this may be book themed, comfy pyjamas or just a favourite outfit 
to read it! We will have PE on this day as normal so please dress appropriately. For this year’s 
fun book day home learning activity, if your child wishes to take part, we are asking children 
to create a book in a box—decorate a small box or shoe box to represent a favourite book or 
book they have read recently. We will display these in school and provide time for children to 
talk about their book and we hope that other children may be inspired to read the stories.  
 
Next week, on Tuesday in the hall from 3.15pm, I have arranged an informal parent drop in 
session with Lauren Ladd, our PINS representative. She is happy to answer any questions and 
signpost to support. This could include advice for sleep problems, fussy eating, school refusal, 
anxiety, behaviour at home, neurodiversity, online habits etc. There will be no charge for 
childcare should you wish to attend.  
 
Next Friday morning, The Sparkle Foundation and The Middleby Group, have kindly spon-
sored and organised a BEE themed event. Robins and Owls children will all take part in Bee 
workshops and receive a gift bag to take home containing wildflower seeds, honey and bee-
themed gifts. The children are welcome to dress up as bees (or yellow and black outfits!) 
 

Finally, don’t forget that the Hub TTRS Challenge starts today! Have a lovely weekend! 
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Next week’s lunch menu week 3 

Get in touch 
 

You can contact us via 
phone or email. 

 
01209 860329  

 
halwinsecretary@croftymat.org  

 

Wrap-Around Care Link 
 

https://forms.gle/
PgAzNuhhzzmcWJbA7 

Or email Mrs Gee to book 

Attendance 

We aim for all our    
children to have at least 

97% attendance 
throughout the year.   

Overall attendance for 
this week was 89.66%   

 

See below for the at-
tendance for each class 

last week. 
 

Robins:  88.46% 

Owls:  94.08% 

Kingfishers: 85% 

  

mailto:halwinsecretary@croftymat.org


Halwin Heroes 
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Confidence  

 

Faith  

 

Aspiration 

 

Lloyd 

  

Resilience 

 

Poppy 

  

Enjoyment 

  

 

Kai 

 

Team Points 

 

Blue— 130 

Red— 70 

Green— 74 

Yellow— 162 

 

 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

Robins 
 

Skylar 

  

Owls 
 

Paisley 

  

 Kingfishers 
 

Ethan 

 

 

 

Hall of Fame 

Owls: Rupert H-W, Rupert B, Lukas, 

Poppy, Sophie, Marley, Ina, Harry, 

Benjamin, Amber 

Kingfishers:  Nicholas, Penny, Eli, 

Amelia, Lexilee 
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Notices and Events 
Attendance 

The updated attendance policy is available on the school website: https://halwin.croftymat.org/  
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Attendance 
 

 

School doors open at 8.40am and registration is taken at 8.45am. Children who arrive after the registration period 

has closed (9.05am) may be recorded with an unauthorised absence mark for the morning session.  

The Government does not support parents taking children out of school, unless the school agrees this is appropriate 

under ‘exceptional circumstances’.  The DfE does not consider a need/desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure/recreation to be an exceptional circumstance. If you consider that your request for absence is ex-

ceptional you will need to complete the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’ request form. Letters will not 

be accepted. This form should be returned to the school office at least 15 school days before the start of the absence.  

A response will be sent to you as soon as possible. If leave is not authorised and you nevertheless withdraw your child 

from school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised absence. There is now a national threshold of 10 unau-

thorised sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must 

be considered. Under the new rules, taking your child out of school for a one-week holiday will now mean that a pen-

alty notice must be considered. Please note the legal information below: 

 

‘Parent’ as set out in Section 576 of the Education Act 1996, defines parent to include: natural parents, whether they 

are married or not; any person or body who has parental responsibility for a child (as defined by the Children Act 

1989) and; any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child. Having care of a child means a person 

with whom a child lives and who looks after a child, irrespective of what their relationship is with said child. 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Educa-
tion Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance 
with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each 
carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing 
a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty No-
tice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second 
offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because 
your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply 
for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 
444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sen-
tence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 
legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 
to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government.  
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Diary Dates 
 

 

Tuesday 11th February PINS—Parent drop in session with Lauren 

Ladd 

Friday 14th February  Bee workshops—Robins & Owls 

Parent Assembly & FoH Bake Sale 

w/c Monday 17th February  Half  Term 

Monday 24th February INSET Day—school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 25th February Robins & Owls—Islam RE workshops 

Halwin Hive 

Monday 3rd March  Hall for Cornwall Singing Event—Reception to 

Year 6. Please contribute £3 on ParentPay. 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day—non-school uniform 

Wednesday 12th March First Lego League Competition @ Culdrose          

(Lego club) 

No Swimming 

Friday 14th March Y6 & Reception NHS Height & Weight Checks 

Parent Assembly 

Monday 17th March Kingfishers Pizza Making 

Tuesday 18th March Halwin Hive 

Thursday 20th March 7pm Choir—Songfest 2025 

Friday 21st March Eden Project Trip 
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Diary dates—continued 
 

 

Monday 24th March Kingfishers—Air Ambulance Assembly 

Monday 24th March & Thursday 27th 

March 

Parents Evenings 

Thursday 27th March Trust Parliament Election Day 

Friday 28th March Squashbox Theatre visit & workshops 

Friday 4th April Trinity Church Easter visit 

Parent Assembly 

End of Term 

Thursday 8th May INSET day—school closed to pupils 

w/c 9th May Sustainability Week 

w/c 12th May Year 6 SATs week 

w/c 26th May Half Term 

Monday 2nd June  INSET day—school closed to pupils 

w/c 16th June Y5/6 Isles of Scilly Residential 

Wednesday 25th June ASONE Music Workshop TBC  

Wednesday 2nd July  Elemental WaterSports — Owls &      

Kingfishers 











Wednesday 5th March 2025 








